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TITLE 9 
 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 
 

CHAPTER 
1.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.  SECTIONS 9-101 – 9-126. 
2.  SPEED LIMITS.  SECTIONS 9-201 – 9-204. 
3.  TURNING MOVEMENTS.  SECTIONS 9-301 – 9-304. 
4.  STOPPING AND YIELDING.  SECTIONS 9-401 – 9-410. 
5.  PARKING.  SECTIONS 9-501 – 9-513. 
6.  MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION.  SECTIONS 9-601 – 9-604. 
7.  ENFORCEMENT. SECTIONS 9-701 – 9-704. 
8.  HANDICAPPED PARKING. SECTIONS 9-801 – 9-806. 
9. LOADING ZONES, DOWNTOWN PARKING COMMITTEE. SECTIONS 9-901 – 

9-908. 
 
 

CHAPTER 1 
 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 

SECTION 
9-101. Motor vehicle requirements. 
9-102. Authorized emergency vehicle defined. 
9-103. Operation of authorized emergency vehicles. 
9-104. Following emergency vehicles. 
9-105. Running over fire hoses, etc. 
9-106. Driving on streets closed for repairs, etc. 
9-107. Reckless driving. 
9-108. Driving under the influence. 
9-109. One-way streets. 
9-110. Unlaned streets. 
9-111. Laned streets. 
9-112. Yellow lines. 
9-113. Miscellaneous traffic-control signs, etc. 
9-114. General requirements for traffic-control signs, etc. 
9-115. Unauthorized traffic-control signs, etc. 
9-116. Presumption with respect to traffic-control signs, etc. 
9-117. School safety patrols. 
9-118. Driving through funerals or other processions. 
9-119. Damaging pavements. 
9-120. Clinging to vehicles in motion. 
9-121. Riding on outside of vehicles. 
9-122. Backing vehicles. 
9-123. Projections from rear of vehicles. 
9-124. Causing unnecessary noise. 
9-125. Weight limits. 
9-126. Passing. 
9-127. Enforcement of traffic regulations on school property. 
 
 
 9-101. Motor vehicle requirements.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
operate any motor vehicle within the corporate limits unless such vehicle is equipped with a  
properly operating muffler, lights, brakes, horn and such other equipment as is prescribed and  
required by Chapter 9, Title 59 of the Tennessee Code Annotated. 
 



 
 9-102. Authorized emergency vehicle defined.  Authorized emergency 

vehicles  
shall be fire department vehicles, police vehicles, and such ambulance and other emergency 
vehicles as are designated by the chief of police. 
 
 9-103. Operation of authorized emergency vehicles.   
 
 (1) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an  
emergency call, or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or when  
responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this  
section, subject to the conditions herein stated. 
 
 (2) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may park or stand, 
irrespective of the provisions of this title; proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only 
after slowing down to ascertain that the intersection is clear; exceed the maximum speed limit 
and disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions so 
long as he does not unreasonably endanger life or property. 
 
  (3) The exemptions herein granted for an authorized emergency vehicle 
shall apply only when the driver of any such vehicle while in motion sounds an audible signal by 
bell, siren, or exhaust whistle and when the vehicle is equipped with at least one lighted lamp 
displaying a red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to 
the front of such vehicle, except that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police 
vehicle need not be equipped with or display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle. 
 
  (4) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized 
emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall 
such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety 
of others. (See Section 9-401 in this Code for provisions with respect to the operation of other 
vehicles upon the approach of emergency vehicles). 
 
  9-104. Following emergency vehicles.  No driver of any vehicle shall follow 
any authorized emergency vehicle apparently traveling in response to an emergency call closer 
than five hundred (500) feet or drive or park such vehicle within the block where fire apparatus 
has stopped in answer to a fire alarm. 
 
  9-105. Running over fire hoses, etc.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
drive over any hose lines or other equipment of the fire department except in obedience to the 
direction of a fireman or policeman. 
 
  9-106. Driving on streets closed for repairs, etc.  No motor vehicle shall be 
driven upon any street that is barricaded or closed for repairs or other lawful purpose. 
 
  9-107. Reckless driving.  No person shall drive any vehicle in willful or wanton 
disregard for the safety of persons or property. 
 
  9-108. Driving under the influence.  No person shall drive or operate any 
automobile or other motor driven vehicle while under the influence of an intoxicant, or while under 
the influence of narcotic drugs, or while under the influence of barbital drugs.  
 
  9-109. One-way streets.  One way street for one-way traffic with posted signs 
indicating the authorized direction of travel at all intersections offering access thereto no person 
shall operate any vehicle except in the indicated direction. 
 



  9-110. Unlaned streets.  (1)  Upon all unlaned streets of sufficient width a 
vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the street except: 
 
  (a) When lawfully overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction. 
  (b) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while under 
construction or repair. 
  (c) Upon a roadway designated and sight posted by the municipality for one-
way traffic. 
 
  (2) All vehicles proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic at the 
time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven as close as practicable to 
the right hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding the in the same direction or when preparing for a left turn. 
 
  9-111. Laned streets. On streets marked with traffic lanes, it shall be unlawful 
for the operator of any vehicle to fail or request to keep his vehicle within the boundaries of the 
right hand lane except when lawfully passing another vehicle or preparatory to making a lawful 
turning movement. 
 
  9-112. Yellow lines. On streets with a yellow line placed to the right of any 
lane line or center line such yellow line shall designate a no passing zone, and no operator shall 
drive his vehicle or any part thereof across or to the left of such yellow line except when 
necessary to make a left turn to enter another street, alley or driveway. 
 
  9-113. Miscellaneous traffic-control sign, etc.  It shall be unlawful for any 
pedestrian or the operator of any vehicle to violate or fail to comply with any traffic control sign, 
signal, marking or device placed or erected by the municipality. (See also Sections 9-405 – 9-409 
in this Code). 
 
  9-114. General requirements for traffic-control signs, etc.  All traffic-control 
signs, signals, markings and devices shall conform to the latest revision of the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways, published by the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, 
and shall, so far as practicable, be uniform as to type and location throughout the municipality. 
 
  9-115. Unauthorized traffic-control signs, etc.  No person shall place, 
maintain or display upon or in view of any street, any unauthorized sign, signal, marking or device 
which purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic-control sign, signal, 
marking or device or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or 
which hides from view or interferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic-control sign, signal, 
marking or device or any railroad sign or signal. 
 
  9-116. Presumption with respect to traffic-control signs, etc.   When a traffic 
control sign, signal, marking or device has been placed, the presumption shall be that it is official 
and that it has been lawfully placed by the proper municipal authority. 
 
  9-117. School safety patrols.  All motorists and pedestrians shall obey the 
directions or signals of school safety patrols, when such patrols are assigned under the authority 
of the chief of police, and are acting in accordance with instructions; provided, that such persons 
giving any order, signal or direction shall at the time be wearing some insignia and/or using 
authorized flags for giving signals. 
 
  9-118. Driving through funerals or other processions.  Except when 
otherwise directed by a police officer no driver of a vehicle shall drive between the vehicles 
comprising a funeral or other authorized procession while they are in motion and when such 
vehicles are conspicuously designated. 



 
  9-119. Damaging pavement.  No person shall operate upon any street of the 
municipality any vehicle, motor propelled or otherwise, which by reason of its weight or the 
character of its wheels is likely to damage the surface or foundation of the street. 
 
  9-120. Clinging to vehicles in motion.  It shall be unlawful for any person 
traveling upon any bicycle, motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller skates or any other vehicle to cling to, 
or attach himself or his vehicle to any other moving vehicle upon any street, alley or other public 
way or place. 
 
  9-121. Riding on outside of vehicles.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
ride, or for the owner or operator of any motor vehicle or other vehicle being operated on a street, 
alley or other public way or place to permit any person to ride on any portion of such vehicle not 
designated or intended for the use of passengers.  This section shall not apply to persons 
engaged in the necessary discharge of lawful duties nor to the persons riding in trucks in space 
intended for merchandise. 
 
  9-122. Backing vehicles.  The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same 
unless such movement can be made with the reasonable safety and without interfering with other 
traffic. 
 
  9-123. Projections from the rear of vehicles.  Whenever the load or any 
projecting portion of any vehicle shall extend beyond the rear or the bed or body thereof the 
operator shall display at the end of such load or projections, in such position as to be clearly 
visible from the rear of such vehicle, a red flag being not less than twelve (12) inches square.  
Between one-half (1/2) hour after sunset and one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise there shall be 
displayed in place of the flag a red light plainly visible under normal atmospheric conditions at 
least two hundred (200) feet from the rear of such vehicle. 
 
  9-124. Causing unnecessary noise.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
cause unnecessary noise by unnecessarily sounding the horn, “racing” the motor, or causing the 
“screeching” or “squealing” of the tires on any motor vehicle. 
 
  9-125. Weight Limits. No person shall operate any truck or other motor vehicle 
with a gross weight of over eight thousand (8,000) pounds upon any public street of the city 
unless said street has been designated a state highway or unless a pickup or delivery is being 
made and the street being used is the most direct available route (Ord. #286, 9/5/55). 
 
  9-126. Passing.  Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, 
the driver of a vehicle passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the 
left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side of the street until safely 
clear of the overtaken vehicle.  The driver of the overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in 
favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase the speed of this vehicle 
until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 
 
  When the street is wide enough, the driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass 
upon the right of another vehicle which is making or about to make a left turn. 
 
  The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction either upon the left or upon the right on a street of sufficient width for four (4) or 
more lanes of moving traffic when such movement can be made in safety. 
 
  No person shall drive off the pavement or upon the shoulder of the street in 
overtaking or passing on the right. 
 



  When any vehicle has stopped at a marked crosswalk or at an intersection to 
permit a pedestrian to cross the street, no operation of any other vehicle approaching from the 
rear shall overtake and pass such stopped vehicle. 
  No vehicle operator shall attempt to pass another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction unless he can see that the way ahead is sufficiently clear and unobstructed to enable 
him to make the movement in safety (Ord. #424, 11/23/70). 
 
  9-127. Enforcement of traffic regulations on school property.  It shall be 
unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle on any street, drive, alley, parking lot, 
playground, or other place on property owned by any school system of the city or county in 
violation of any posted traffic or parking regulations.  Provided, however, that the provisions of 
this section shall only be in force and effect during that period of time when the school upon 
which said violation occurs is in regular session and from thirty minutes prior to the beginning of 
said regular session until thirty minutes after the end of said regular session.  Provided further, 
however, that the provisions of this section shall not prohibit such other and additional regulations 
as may be provided under the provisions of 9-117 which from time to time may be in force and 
effect (Ord. #662, 06/04/87). 
 
 

CHAPTER 2 
 

SPEED LIMITS 
 
 
 
SECTION 
9-201.  In general. 
9-202.  At intersections. 
9-203.  In school zones and near playgrounds. 
9-204.  In congested areas. 
 
 
 
  9-201. In general.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or drive a 
motor vehicle upon any highway or street of this municipality at a rate of speed in excess of thirty 
(30) miles per hour except where official signs indicating a greater lawful speed limit have been 
posted by authority of the municipality. 
 
  9-202. At intersections.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or drive 
a motor vehicle through any intersection within this municipality at a rate of speed in excess of 
fifteen (15) miles per hour unless such person is driving on a street regulated by traffic control 
signals or signs which require traffic to stop or yield on the intersecting streets. 
 
  9-203. In school zones and near playgrounds.  It shall be unlawful for any 
person to operate or drive a motor vehicle through any school zone or near any playground within 
this municipality at a rate of speed in excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour when official signs 
indicating such speed limit have been posted by authority of the municipality.  This section shall 
be applicable only between sunrise and one (1) hour after sunset. 
 
  9-204. In congested areas.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or 
drive a motor vehicle through any congested area within this municipality at a rate of speed in 
excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour when official signs indicating such speed limit have been 
posted by authority of the municipality.   
 
 
 



CHAPTER 3 
 

TURNING MOVEMENTS 
 
 
SECTION 
9-301.  Signals. 
9-302.  Right turns. 
9-303.  Left turns on two-way roadways. 
9-304.  Left turns on other than two-way roadways. 
9-305.  U-turns. 
 
 
  9-301. Signals.  No person operating a motor vehicle shall make any turning 
movement which might affect the operation of any other vehicle without first signaling his intention 
in accordance with the requirements of the state law (See Section 59-843, Tennessee Code 
Annotated). 
 
  9-302. Right turns.  Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be 
made as close as practicable to the right hand curb or edge of the roadway. 
 
  9-303. Left turns on two-way roadways.  At any intersection where traffic is 
permitted to move in both directions on each roadway entering the intersection, an approach for a 
left turn shall be made in that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the center line 
thereof and by passing to the right at any intersection of the center lines of the two roadways. 
 
  9-304. Left turns on other than two-way roads.  At any intersection where traffic 
is restricted to one direction on one or more of the roadways, the driver of a vehicle intending to 
turn left at any such intersection shall approach the intersection in the extreme left hand lane 
lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of travel of such vehicle and after entering the 
intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection, as nearly as practicable, in 
the left hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in such direction upon the roadway being 
entered. 
 
  9-305. U-turns.  U-turns are prohibited. 
 
 

CHAPTER 4 
 

STOPPING AND YIELDING 
 
 
SECTION 
9-401.  Upon approach of authorized emergency vehicles. 
9-402.  When emerging from alleys, driveways or buildings. 
9-403.  To prevent obstructing an intersection. 
9-404.  At railroad crossings. 
9-405.  At “stop” signs. 
9-406.  At “yield” signs. 
9-407.  At traffic-control signals generally. 
9-408.  At flashing traffic-control signals. 
9-409.  At pedestrian-control signals. 
9-410.  Stops to be signaled. 
 
  9-401. Upon approach of authorized emergency vehicles.  Upon the 
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making use of audible and/or visual 



signals meeting the requirements of the laws of this state, or of a police vehicle properly and 
lawfully making use of an audible signal only, the driver of every other vehicle shall immediately 
drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right hand edge or curb of the 
roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until the authorized 
emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer. 
 
  9-402. When emerging from alleys, driveways or buildings.  The drivers of 
all vehicles emerging from alleys, driveways or buildings shall stop such vehicles immediately 
prior to driving onto any sidewalk or street.  They shall not proceed to drive onto the sidewalk or 
street until they can safely do so without colliding or interfering with approaching pedestrians or 
vehicles. 
 
  9-403. To prevent obstructing an intersection.  No driver shall enter any 
intersection or marked cross walk unless there is sufficient space on the other side of such 
intersection or cross walk to accommodate the vehicle he is operating without obstructing the 
passage of traffic in or on the intersecting street or cross walk.  This provision shall be effective 
notwithstanding any traffic-control signal indication to proceed. 
 
  9-404. At railroad crossings.  Any driver of a vehicle approaching a railroad 
grade crossing shall stop within not less than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest rail of such railroad 
and shall not proceed further while any of the following conditions exist: 
 
  (1) A clearly visible electrical or mechanical signal device gives warning of 
the approach of a railroad train. 
  (2) A crossing gate is lowered or human flagman signals the approach of a 
railroad train. 
  (3) A railroad train is approaching within approximately fifteen hundred 
(1,500) feet of the highway crossing and is emitting an audible signal indicating its approach. 
  (4) An approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous 
proximity to the crossing. 
  
  9-405. At “stop” signs.  The driver of a vehicle facing a “stop” sign shall bring 
his vehicle to a complete stop immediately before entering the cross walk on the near side of the 
intersection, or if there is no cross walk, then immediately before entering the intersection and 
shall remain standing until he can proceed through the intersection in safety. 
 
 
  9-406. At “yield” signs.  The drivers of all vehicles shall yield the right-of-way 
to approaching vehicles before proceeding at all places within the corporate limits where “yield” 
signs have been placed by the municipality. 
 
  9-407. At traffic-control signals generally.  Traffic-control signals exhibiting 
the words “GO”, “Caution”, or  “Stop”, or exhibiting different colored lights successively one at a 
time, or with arrows, shall show the following colors only and shall apply to drivers of vehicles and 
pedestrians as follows: 
 
  (1) Green alone, or “GO”. 
   (a) Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight through or turn 
right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits such turn.  But vehicular traffic, including vehicles 
turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within 
the intersection or an adjacent cross walk at the time such signal is exhibited. 
   (b) Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the roadway within 
any marked or unmarked cross walk. 
  (2) Steady yellow alone: 



   (a)  Vehicular traffic facing the signal is thereby warned that the red or 
“Stop” signal will be exhibited immediately thereafter and such vehicular traffic shall not enter or 
be crossing the intersection when the red or “Stop” signal is exhibited. 
   (b)  Pedestrians facing such signal shall not enter the roadway unless 
authorized so to do by a pedestrian “Walk” signal. 
  (3) Steady red alone, or “Stop”. 
   (a)  Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering cross 
walk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, then before entering the intersection and shall 
remain standing until green or “GO” is shown alone. 
   (b)  Pedestrians facing such signal shall not enter the roadway unless 
authorized so to do by a pedestrian “Walk” signal. 
  (4) Steady red with green arrow: 
   (a) Vehicular traffic facing such signal may cautiously enter the 
intersection only to make the movement indicated by such arrow but shall yield the right-of-way to 
pedestrians lawfully within a cross walk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 
   (b) Pedestrians facing such signal shall not enter the roadway unless 
authorized so to do by a pedestrian “Walk” signal. 
  (5) In the event an official traffic control signal is erected and maintained at a 
place other than an intersection, the provisions of this section shall be applicable except as to 
those provisions which by their nature can have no application.  Any stop required shall be made 
at a sign or marking the stop shall be made a vehicle length short of the signal. 
 
  9-408. At flashing traffic-control signals.  (1) Whenever an illuminated 
flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic sign or signal placed or erected by the municipality 
it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as follows: 
 
   (a) Flashing red (stop signal).  When a red lens is illuminated with 
intermittent flashes, driver of vehicles shall stop before entering the nearest cross walk at an 
intersection or at a limit line when marked, or if none, then before entering the intersection and 
the right to proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign. 
 
   (b) Flashing yellow (caution signal).  When a yellow lens is 
illuminated with intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through the intersection or 
past such signal only with caution. 
 
  (2) This section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings.  Conduct of 
drivers of vehicles approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed by the rules set forth 
in Section 9-404 of this Title. 
 
  9-409. At pedestrian control signals.  Wherever special pedestrian control 
signals exhibiting the words “Walk” or “Wait” or “Don’t Walk” have been placed or erected by the 
municipality, such signals shall apply as follows: 
 
  (1) Walk.  Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the roadway 
in the direction of the signal and shall be given the right-of-way by the drivers of all vehicles. 
  (2) Wait or Don’t Walk.  No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in the 
direction of such signal, but any pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on the walk 
signal shall proceed to the nearest sidewalk or safety zone while the wait signal is showing. 
 
  9-410. Stops to be signaled.  No person operating a motor vehicle shall stop 
such vehicle whether in obedience to a traffic signal or otherwise, without first signaling his 
intention in accordance with the requirements of the state law, except in an emergency (See 
Section 59-843, Tennessee Code Annotated).   
 
 

 



CHAPTER 5 
 

PARKING 
 
 
 
SECTION 
9-501.  Generally. 
9-502.  Angle parking. 
9-503.  Occupancy of more than one space. 
9-504.  Where prohibited. 
9-505.  Loading and unloading zones. 
9-506.  Regulation by parking meters. 
9-507.  Lawful parking in parking meter spaces. 
9-508.  Unlawful parking in parking meter spaces. 
9-509.  Deleted 
9-510.  Unlawful to occupy more than one parking meter space. 
9-511.  Unlawful to deface or tamer with meters. 
9-512.  Unlawful to deposit slugs in meters. 
9-513.  Presumption with respect to illegal parking. 
9-514.  Sales within a parking meter zone prohibited. 
9-515.  Unlawful parking on shopping center lots. 
 
  9-501. Generally.  Except as hereinafter provided, every vehicle parked upon a 
street within this municipality shall be so parked that its right wheels are parallel to and within 
eighteen (18) inches of the right edge or curb of the street.  On one way streets where the 
municipality has not placed signs prohibiting the same, vehicles may be permitted to park on the 
left side of the street and in such cases the left wheels shall be required to be within eighteen (18) 
inches of the left edge or curb of the street. 
 
  Notwithstanding anything else in this Code to the contrary, no person shall park 
or leave a vehicle parked on any public street or alley within the corporate fire limits between the 
hours of 1:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. or on any other public street or alley within the corporate limits 
for more than seventy-two (72) consecutive hours without the prior approval of the chief of police. 
 
  9-502. Angle parking.  On those streets which have been signed or marked by 
the municipality for angle parking no person shall park or stand a vehicle other than at the angle 
indicated by such signs or markings.  No person shall angle park any vehicle which has a trailer 
attached thereto or which has a length in excess of twenty-four (24) feet. 
 
  9-503. Occupancy of more than one space.  No person shall park a vehicle in 
any designated parking space so that any part of such vehicle occupies more than one such 
space or protrudes beyond the official markings on the street or curb designated such space 
unless the vehicle is too large to be parked within a single designated space. 
 
  9-504. Where prohibited.  No person shall park a vehicle in violation of any 
sign placed or erected by the municipality nor: 
  (1) On a sidewalk. 
  (2) In front of a public or private driveway. 
  (3) Within an intersection or within fifteen (15) feet thereof. 
  (4) Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant. 
  (5) Within a pedestrian crosswalk. 
  (6) Within fifty (50) feet of a railroad crossing. 
  (7) Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station, and 
on the side of the street opposite the entrance to any fire station, and within seventy-five (75) feet 
of the entrance. 



  (8) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when other 
traffic would be obstructed. 
  (9) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or 
curb of a street. 
  (10) Upon a bridge. 

(11) Alongside of any curb painted yellow or red by the municipality. 
(12) One hundred (100) feet on either side of an official sign prohibiting 

stopping or parking.  Parking shall also be prohibited between official 
signs stating “No Parking Between Signs” regardless of the distance 
between such signs. (Ord. #987, 11/01/01). 

 
  9-505. Loading and unloading zones.  No person shall park a vehicle for any 
purpose or period of time other than for the expeditious loading or unloading of passengers or 
merchandise in any place marked by the municipality as a loading and unloading zone.  Any 
applicant or any number of applicants may join together for the purpose for applying for such 
loading or unloading zone, and such applicant or applicants shall pay a reasonable annual charge 
for the use of such zone, such charge to be determined by the City Commission. 
 
  9-506. Regulation of Parking in Designated Spaces.  In the B-2 District in city 
blocks with spaces designated by signs stating,  “Two Hour Free Parking” any person shall be 
allowed to park free in such designated parking space for a period of time not to exceed two 
hours between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., except Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays; 
provided, however, within the meaning of this section, the term holiday shall included the 
following days only: The first of January, the last Monday in May, the 4th of July, the first Monday 
of September, the fourth Thursday in November, the 25th day of December, and the day of the 
annual Fish Fry parade.  Any other space, not on a block so designated by such sign, or any off-
street city parking lot may be used by vehicles without any restrictions on the amount of time a 
vehicle may be parked in such space, provided, however, that no vehicle shall park in any loading 
zone, delivery zone, reserved parking space, handicap parking space, or other such restricted 
space, unless such vehicle meets the requirements provided for elsewhere in the Paris Municipal 
Code for the use of such restricted parking spaces (Ord. # 474, 8/5/74, Ord. #631, 10/3/85, Ord. # 
793, 4/2/92). 
 
  9-507. Unlawful Parking in Designated Spaces.  Any person violating the 
provisions of 9-506 or who shall park in any space restricted to particular vehicles as stated in 9-
506 shall be in violation of the provisions of this chapter and shall be subject to the provisions of 
9-508. (Ord. #793, 4/2/92). 
 
  9-508. Prohibited Conduct:  Fines for Violations. 
 
  A.   It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any vehicle to park or 
allow the vehicle to be parked in a parking space regulated by this chapter for more than the 
maximum time provided in 9-506, or in any restricted parking space for which that vehicle does 
not qualify.  Moving the vehicle out of a parking space and immediately returning said vehicle to 
the same parking space is unlawful and a violation of the provisions of this chapter. 
 
  B. Any person violating the provisions of the “two (2) hour free parking” 
provision in the B-2 District as provided in 9-506 shall be fined an amount not to exceed $50.00, 
plus the costs of the cause, unless within two (2) days after such violation such person shall 
waive the right to a judicial hearing and pay a fine of $3.00, and if such fine is not paid within two 
(2) days the fine shall be $5.00  if paid within seven (7) days; provided, however, that any person 
receiving a second violation of the “two (2) hour free parking” requirements of 9-506 on the same 
day shall be fined an amount not to exceed $50.00, plus the costs of the cause, for each violation, 
unless within two (2) days after such violation said person shall waive the right to a judicial 
hearing and pay a fine of $15.00 for such second violation, and if such fine is not paid within two 
(2) days the fine shall be $30.00 for such second violation if paid within seven (7) days; provided, 



 however, that any person receiving a third or subsequent violation of the “two (2) hour free 
parking” requirements of 9-506 on the same day shall be fined an amount not to exceed $50.00, 
plus the cost of the cause, for each violation, unless within two (2) days after such violation said 
person shall waive the right to a judicial hearing and pay a fine of $25.00 for such third and each 
such subsequent violation, and if such fine is not paid within two (2) days the fine shall be $50.00 
for such third and each such subsequent violation if paid within seven (7) days (Ord. #882, 
08/03/95). 
 
  C. For other parking violations as contained in this chapter, any person 
violating the provisions shall be fined an amount not to exceed $50.00, plus the costs of this 
cause, unless within ten (10) days after such violation such person shall waive the right to a 
judicial hearing and pay a fine of $3.00, and if such fine is not paid within ten (10) days, the fine 
shall be $5.00 if paid within thirty (30) days (Ord. #831, 07/07/93). 
 
  D. No person shall be assessed any penalty for violating the provisions of 
the “two (2) hour free parking” of 9-506 if such person is, at the time, serving on any jury duty, 
subpoenaed as a witness in any civil or criminal case, or is serving as a member of any board or 
committee engaged in public service for which no compensation is received, for either a 
municipality, the state of Tennessee, or any subdivision thereof, or for the government of the 
United States of America (Ord. #7/07/93). 
 
  9-509. Deleted Ord. #1240 1/3/19. 
 
  9-510. Unlawful to occupy more than one parking meter space.  It shall be 
unlawful for the owner or operator of any vehicle to park or allow his vehicle to be parked across 
any line or marking designating a parking space or otherwise so that such vehicle is not entirely 
within the designated parking space (Ord. #793, 04/02/92). 
 
  9-511. Unlawful to deface or tamper with parking signs.  It shall be unlawful 
for any unauthorized person to mark, deface, tamper with, willfully break, destroy, or impair the 
usefulness of any parking signs or pavement making, and any such conduct shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor and shall be punished under the general penalty clauses of the City of Paris, 
Tennessee (Ord. #793, 0402/92).  
 

9-512. Repealed by Ord. #793, 0402/92. 
 

9-513. Presumption with respect to illegal parking. When any  
unoccupied vehicle is found parking in violation of any provisions of this chapter there shall be a 
prima facie presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle is responsible for such illegal 
parking. 
 
  9-514. Sales within a parking meter zone prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for 
any owner or operator of any vehicle to park a vehicle within a parking space for the purpose of 
selling any kind of merchandise, vegetables, fruit, meat, wood, or any other manufactured, 
homemade or handgrown items to the public from on or about said vehicle.  For the purposes of 
this section, selling shall include the trade, barter, or taking of orders for future deliveries of items 
covered by the terms of this section.  Any violation of the terms of fine not to exceed fifty dollars 
($50.00) and costs.  Each separate transaction shall constitute a separate violation for the 
purposes of this section (Ord. #615, 11/01/84; Ord. #793, 04/02/92.) 



 
  9-515. Unlawful parking on Shopping Center Lots.  It shall be unlawful to 
park and/or store trucks of more than two axles, semi-tractors and/or semi-trailers, and leave 
same unattended on parking lots of shopping centers or other public or semi-public parking lots.  
Violators shall be fined a maximum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) plus court costs and said vehicle shall 
be removed from the premises at the owner’s expense (Ord. #663, 06/04/87.) 
    

CHAPTER 6 
 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 
 

SECTION 
9-601.  Repealed. 
9-602.  Repealed. 
9-602.1  Repealed. 
9-603.  Repealed. 
9-604.  Repealed. 
9-605.  Motorcycle Regulations. 
 
  9-601. Deleted, Ordinance #446, 09/05/72. 
  9-602. Deleted, Ordinance #446, 09/05/72. 
  9-602.1 Deleted, Ordinance #446, 09/05/72. 
  9-603. Deleted, Ordinance #446, 09/05/72. 
  9-604. Deleted, Ordinance #446, 09/05/72. 
 
  9-605. Motorcycle regulations. Every operator and every passenger of 
or on a motorcycle, motor scooter or motorbike operated within the City of Paris, Tennessee, 
shall be required to wear a protective head covering made of a hard substance designed to 
protect the wearer thereof in the event of falling off or other accident by reason of the operation of 
or riding on a motorcycle, motor scooter or motorbike. 
 
  All of the rules, regulations and violations governing the operation of a 
motorcycle, motor scooter or motorbike as contained in Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 59, be 
adopted and ratified in full by the City of Paris, Tennessee as to the operation of motorcycles, 
motor scooters and motorbikes within the City of Paris, Tennessee (Ord. #388, Sec. 5, 05/01/67). 
 

 
CHAPTER 7 

 
ENFORCEMENT 

 
 
 
SECTION 
9-701.  Impoundment of vehicles 
9-702.  Issuance of traffic citations. 
9-703.  Failure to obey citation. 
9-704.  Illegal parking. 
9-705.  Repealed. 
 
  9-701. Impoundment of vehicles.  Members of the police department are 
hereby authorized to remove from the streets and impound any vehicle whose operator is 
arrested, or any vehicle which is illegally parked, abandoned, or otherwise parked so as to 
constitute an obstruction or hazard to normal traffic.  Any vehicle left parked on any street or alley 
for more than seventy-two (72) hours consecutive without permission from the chief of police shall 
be presumed to have been abandoned if the owner cannot be located after a reasonable 



investigation.  Such an impounded vehicle shall be stored until the owner claims it, gives 
satisfactory evidence of ownership, and pays all applicable fines and costs.  The fee for 
impounding a vehicle shall be five dollars ($5.00) and a storage cost of one dollar ($1.00) per day 
shall also be charged. 
 
  9-702. Issuance of traffic citations.  When a police officer halts a traffic 
violator other than for the purpose of giving a warning and does not take such person into custody 
under arrest, he shall take the name, address, and operator’s license number of said person, the 
license number of the motor vehicle involved, and such other pertinent information as may be 
necessary, and shall issue to him a written traffic citation containing a notice to answer to the 
charge against him in the city court at a specified time.  The officer, upon receiving the written 
promise of the alleged violator to answer as specified in the citation, shall release such person 
from custody. 
 
  9-703. Failure to obey citation.  It shall be unlawful for any person to violate 
his written promise to appear in court after giving said promise to an officer upon the issuance of 
a traffic citation, regardless of the disposition of the charge for which the citation was originally 
issued. 
 
  9-704. Illegal parking. 
 
  A. Whenever any motor vehicle without a driver is found parked or stopped 
in violation of any of the restrictions imposed by this Code, the officer finding such vehicle shall 
take its license number and may take any other information displayed on the vehicle which may 
identify its user, and shall conspicuously affix to such vehicle a citation for the driver and/or owner 
to answer for the violation within ten (10) days during the hours and at a place specified by the 
citation. 
 
  B. If the offense is a two (2) hour free parking violation pursuant to the 
provisions of 9-506, the offender may have the charge disposed of by paying a fine as specified 
in 9-508 B., provided said person waives the right to a judicial hearing.  After seven (7) days a 
warrant shall be issued for the violator’s arrest and if the offender does not so appear, one notice 
of this failure to appear shall be forwarded to the offender reminding the offender of the prima 
facia responsibility for the violation and warning that in the event such letter is disregarded for a 
period of five (5) days additional, a warrant of arrest will be secured (Ord. #831, 07/07/93). 
 
 
 

C. For other parking violations provided for by this chapter, the offender  
may similarly waive this chapter, the offender may similarly waive the right to a judicial hearing 
and have the charges disposed of, but the fine shall be $3.00 within ten (10) days and $5.00 if 
paid within thirty (30) days (Ord. #831, 07/07/93). 
 
  9-705. Repealed by Ordinance #424, 11/23/70. 
 
 

CHAPTER 8 
 

HANDICAPPED PARKING 
 

SECTION 
9-801.  Definitions.  
9-802.  Parking Privileges. 
9-803.  Handicapped parking spaces. 
9-804.  Handicapped vehicles designated. 
9-805.  Presumption of illegal parking. 



9-806.  Violation a misdemeanor. 
 
  9-801. Definitions.  For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions 
shall apply. 

  (a) Handicapped Driver:  For the purposes of this chapter, a ‘handicapped 
driver’ is one who is disabled by paraplegia, amputation of leg, foot or both hands, or is disabled 
by loss of use of a leg, foot or both hands, or other conditions, certified by a physician duly 
licensed to practice medicine in Tennessee, resulting in an equal degree of disability so as not to 
be able to get about without great difficulty, including impairments that, regardless of cause or 
manifestation, confine such person to a wheelchair or cause such person to walk with difficulty or 
insecurity and includes, but is not limited to , those persons using braces or crutches, arthritics, 
spastics, and those with pulmonary or cardiac ills who may be semi-ambulatory.  For the purpose 
of this chapter, a ‘handicapped driver’ shall also include the owner of a motor vehicle with vision 
of not more than 20/200 with correcting glasses. 

  (b) Handicapped Passenger:  For the purpose of this chapter, a 
‘handicapped passenger’ is a person who meets the requirements for handicapped drivers 
established in subsection (a) of this section. 

  (c) Handicapped Parking Space:  For purposes of this chapter, a 
‘handicapped parking space’ shall be a designated parking space for the exclusive use of the 
handicapped located on public or private property marked with a blue and white stylized 
wheelchair symbol or other such marking or sign provided reasonable notice of the specially 
designated space. 

  9-802. Parking Privileges.  (a)  No fee shall be exacted for parking on any 
street or highway or in any two (2) hour free parking space or in parking lots municipally owned or 
leased for vehicles properly designated under Section 9-804 or this chapter (Ord. #793, 
04/02/92). 
  (b) Vehicles properly designated under the provisions of Section 9-804 shall 
have the exclusive use of those parking spaces designated as handicapped parking spaces 
under the provisions of Section 9-803. 

  (c) The parking privileges granted by this section are limited to any 
handicapped driver or handicapped passenger to whom the distinctive license plates or placards 
were issued and to qualified operators acting under the express direction of a handicapped driver 
or handicapped passenger. 

  9-803. Handicapped Parking Spaces.  (a)  Any business, firm, or other person 
transacting business with the public from a permanent location may provide specially marked 
parking spaces for the exclusive use of persons qualifying for the rights and privileges extended 
by this chapter.  

  (b) Parking spaces designated in paragraph (a) above shall be marked and 
maintained with the stylized wheelchair symbol as set out in the Symbol Source Book:  An 
Authoritative Guide to International Graphic Symbols, by Henry Dreyfus, published by McGraw-
Hill Publishing Company in New York; or some other approved uniform or international symbol for 
the disabled.  Each such parking space shall be marked and maintained with the stylized 
wheelchair symbol and such marking may be by a sign on a pole.  Nonconforming markings or 
signs shall be acceptable during the useful life of such markings or signs, which may not be 
extended by other than normal maintenance, as  
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long as such markings or signs provide reasonable notice of the specially marked parking space.  
Such designated disabled parking shall indicate that unauthorized or improperly parked vehicles 
may be towed and the driver fined an amount not to exceed Forty Nine Dollars ($49.00) together 
with any applicable state litigation tax and shall also provide the name and telephone number of 
the property owner, lessee, or agent in control of the property or the City of Paris Police 
Department (Ord. #883, 10/05/95, Ord. #1196, 9/1/2016). 

  9-804. Handicapped Vehicles Designated.  Vehicles occupying handicapped 
parking spaces shall display one of the following: 

  (a) A license plate with the stylized wheelchair symbol pursuant to 
Tennessee Code Annotated, (55-21-104(a);  

  (b) A license plate with the handicapped veteran indication pursuant to 
Tennessee Code Annotated, (55-21-104(b); 

  (c) A blue and white placard, at least 6”x12” in size displayed on the driver’s 
side of the dashboard pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated, (55-21-103(b); or 

  (d) A red and white flag, approximately 7-1/2”x13” displaying the stylized 
wheelchair symbol pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated, (55-21-107).  

  9-805. Presumption of illegal parking.  Vehicles not complying with the 
provisions of Section 9-804 shall be presumed to be parked illegally and shall be cited for a 
violation in the same manner used to enforce Title 9, Chapter 501 et seq.  When any unoccupied 
vehicle is found parked in violation of any provisions of this chapter, there shall be prima facie 
presumption that the registered owner of such vehicle is responsible for such illegal parking. 

  9-806. Violation of a misdemeanor.  (1) Any person, except a person who 
meets the requirements of this chapter, who parks in any parking space on either public or private 
property designated as a handicap parking space under the provisions of this chapter is guilty of 
a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of an amount not to exceed Forty Nine Dollars ($49.00) 
together with any applicable state litigation tax Ord. #1196, 9/1/2016). 
  (2) In addition to the fine imposed, a vehicle which does not display a 
disabled license plate or placard and which is parked in any parking space designated as a 
handicapped space is subject to being towed.  When a vehicle has been towed or removed 
pursuant to this chapter, it shall be released to its owner, or person in lawful possession, upon 
demand; provided that such person making demand for return pays all reasonable towing and 
storage charges and that such demand is made during the operating hours of the towing 
company. 

  (3) It is also a violation of this chapter for any person to park a motor vehicle 
so that a portion of such vehicle encroaches into a handicap parking space in a manner which 
restricts, or reasonably could restrict, a person confined to a wheelchair from exiting or entering a 
motor vehicle properly parked within such handicap parking space (Ord. #884, 10/05/95). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER 9 
 

LOADING ZONES/DOWNTOWN PARKING COMMITTEE 
 

SECTION 
9-901.  Intent. 
9-902.  Downtown parking committee. 
9-903.  Duties and responsibilities. 
9-904.  Reserved spaces prohibited. 
9-905.  Delivery zones. 
9-906.  Loading and unloading zones. 
9-907.  Charges for loading zones. 
9-908.  Implementation of ordinance; violations. 
 
  9-901. Intent.  The intent of this chapter is to provide a uniform policy for 
loading and unloading zones and certain reserved parking spaces in the central business district 
of the City of Paris, Tennessee, where needed; to prohibit the use of loading and unloading zones 
as reserved parking spaces for businesses and employees or as reserved customer parking 
spaces for said businesses; and to provide a more adequate and efficient use of parking spaces 
in the downtown business district (Ord. #631, 10/3/85). 
 
  9-902. Downtown parking committee.  The Board of Commissioners of the 
City of Paris shall appoint a downtown parking committee consisting of five (5) members with a 
term of three (3) years.  The Commission shall obtain recommendations for members from the 
following criteria and shall accept or reject said recommendations at their discretion: 
 
  (a) One (1) board member shall be proposed by the Paris-Henry County 
Chamber of Commerce and shall serve an initial term of one (1) year.  Thereafter, said nominee 
shall serve a three (3) year term at the discretion of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
  (b) The Downtown Business Association shall nominate two (2) members 
who shall serve an initial term of two (2) years.  Thereafter, said nominees shall serve a three (3) 
year term at the discretion of the Board of Commissioners. 
 
  (c) One (1) consumer member and one (1) at large member shall be 
recommended by the city manager after consultation with the Chamber of Commerce and 
Downtown Business Association.  Said nominees shall serve a three (3) year term. 
 
  (d) The city recorder shall serve as an ex-officio member of the downtown 
parking committee and shall chair the meetings and shall have a voice in the proceedings but no 
vote.   
  The downtown parking committee shall have the power to select a time and 
place for meeting, any officers necessary for the efficient functioning of the committee and shall 
keep formal minutes of the committee proceedings which shall be filed of record in the City 
Business Office (Ord. #631, 10/3/85). 
 
  9-903. Duties and Responsibilities.  The downtown parking committee, 
pursuant to 9-901, shall recommend approval or disapproval to the city manager or any 
applications to the committee for loading and unloading zones in the central business district; 
present recommendations to the city manager on the use of parking meters, including installation 
or removal of meters and charges therefor, in the central business district; recommend to the city 
manager approval or disapproval of requests for reserved residential parking, reserved 
handicapped parking spaces, and spaces for delivery vehicles pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter (Ord. #631, 10/3/85). 



 
  9-904. Reserved spaces prohibited.  There shall be no reserved spaces for 
personal parking or customer parking in the central business district.  Provided, however: 
 
  (a) Reserved handicapped parking spaces in the central business district as 
designated by the Board of Commissioners pursuant to Title 9-801, et seq, of the Paris Municipal 
Code, or required by state law.  
   
  (b) Temporary reserved spaces may be designated by the Chief of Police for 
maintenance, construction, renovation or improvement of building, equipment or facilities in the 
central business district.  
 
  (c) Temporary reserved spaces may be allowed for events that serve the 
general public as approved by the Chief of Police; for weddings, funerals or other special 
organizations, temporary reserved spaces, appropriately marked, may be used with the approval 
of the Chief of Police. 
 
  (d) One (1) reserved space shall be allowed for each church in the central 
business district for use in church business.  In addition, if more than one (1) space is needed by 
said church as a result of public safety consideration of loading and unloading passengers during 
the week, then the committee may allow additional spaces for said church.  Notwithstanding other 
provisions of this chapter, there shall be no charge for the initial space allocated for church use 
(Ord. #631, 10/03/85). 
 
  (e) Any employee of the city, county, state, or federal government with a 
demonstrated need for a reserved parking space or a permit to allow parking for more than two 
(2) hours in any two (2) hour free parking space may make application to the Downtown Parking 
Committee for such reserved space or extending parking upon the showing of a demonstrated 
need for such parking privileges, and the Downtown Parking Committee shall make such 
investigation as they deem necessary to determine whether to grant or deny such an application 
(Ord. #793, 04/02/92). 
 
  9-905. Delivery zones.  Delivery zones may be permitted by the committee for 
delivery vehicles in the central business district if the store owner can show that deliveries are 
required regularly and on a daily basis and are an integral part of the business’ sales or services.  
Only those vehicles identified with visible markings of the business shall be allowed to use said 
delivery space.  Each applying business shall be limited to one (1) pace for said vehicles unless 
there are unusual circumstances under the above criteria for consideration of additional spaces at 
the discretion of the committee (Ord. #631, 10/03/85). 
 
  9-906. Loading and unloading zones.  No loading or unloading zones shall be 
allowed on either side of the street and around the court square.  There shall be one (1) loading 
and unloading zone allowed to a block and said zone shall be shared by all stores so choosing 
located in that block with an established need as demonstrated to the committee.  Criteria for 
need shall be limited to those stores where no rear access is available to said store, and if it is 
established that the loading or unloading of heavy or bulky merchandise is a routine and regular 
part of their business, and the absence of a loading zone would seriously handicap that business 
(Ord. #631, 10/03/85). 
 
  9-907. Charges for loading zones.  Annual fees for loading zones under the 
provisions of this chapter shall be set by resolution by the Board of Commissioners of the City of 
Paris, Tennessee, upon recommendation by the downtown parking committee.  Said resolution 
shall make provisions for pro-rating the expense of said loading zone where conditions are 
applicable (Ord. #631, 10/03/85) 
 



  9-908. Implementation of ordinance; violations.  Effective December 1, 1985, 
all reserved and loading zones currently in existence shall be discontinued in the central business  
district and appropriate pro-rata refunds made to those currently holding permits in said district  
As of the above date, the provisions of this ordinance shall be implemented and shall be in full 
force and effect.  Any parking spaces allocated under the provisions of this chapter shall be 
discontinued if: 
 
  (a) The permittee allocated said space(s) discontinues their business. 
 
  (b) The permittee discontinues deliveries under the terms and conditions of 
this chapter. 
 
  (c) The permittee is determined to be using said parking space(s) for 
purposes in violation of this chapter.  Any said violations shall be inspected by the downtown 
parking committee, who shall report their findings to the city manager.  Upon finding said 
violations to be meritorious, the city manager shall notify the offending permittee in writing of the 
said violation.  After two (2) violations by the permittee as determined by the city manager, any 
subsequent violations shall be considered a misdemeanor pursuant to the provisions of Title 9, 
Chapter 7 of the Paris Municipal Code, and, in addition, the violator’s permit shall be rescinded 
(Ord. #631, 10/05/85). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


